
 

St Albans Athletic Club 
Committee Meeting Minutes 

Held at the Crown Pub on the 16th September 2025 

 
 

Agenda 

 

1. Present: Phil Yaxley, Wendy Powell, Steve Rafferty, Mel Rennie, Emily Kennedy, 
Tim Higman, Nicola Hirst, Georgina Dobbin, Nick Back 
 

2. Apologies: Caroline Gill, Beth Fisher, Brian Yeomans, Adrian Pattison, Chris 
Wood, Julianne Nightingale 
 

3. The minutes from the 2025 AGM were approved and it was agreed that they 
would be published on the AC website. NB will send to Mei Li to add to the site. 
 

4. Matters arising 
 

• Age group changes 

The changes to the EYAL age groups were discussed, they will change outdoors 
from the 1st April and will change to U14/U16/U18. Indoor, SAL and Cross 
Country are unaffected for now. 

To give the younger children an opportunity to compete in events it was proposed 
that the Club look into the possibility of organising a licensed (to allow results to 
be published on Power of 10) event. Depending on interest this could be for St 
Albans AC or invitations could be extended to Watford and Dacorum. 

• Equipment  
o Pole vaults – It was agreed that the Club would look into buying some new 

pole vault poles and that there were probably 3-4 needed. PY/TH would 
speak to Mark Carlin and Sue Yeomans who could both advise on 
size/weight requirements and whether there was any possibility of buying 
second hand poles. 



o Second hand equipment – With the exception of pole vault poles the 
majority of equipment is owned by the Track, not the Club, therefore there 
is no immediate interest in acquiring any new equipment. 

o Second hand kit was also discussed. Various options for clothing were 
proposed including swapping and second hand sales, NH to look into 
various options to be able to recycle club kit in one way or another. 
Second hand spikes were also discussed, it was generally felt that the 
Club should not look to sell these but could possibly arrange for them to 
be handed down for free. 

o The question of insurance over club equipment was raised, SR to look into 
what is in place and whether there was a need to insure equipment if 
necessary/ possible. 

 

• Fee structure  
o Hardship cases – It was noted that it is unusual to have hardship requests 

arising but that there is no defined policy for how to deal with them. 
Following discussion, it was agreed that, due to the rarity of the requests, 
discretion would be used and they would be dealt with on their own 
merits. 

o Membership cancellation/ refund policy – Again there is no defined policy, 
but there have been several recent requests. It was agreed that due to the 
fact the EA fee, once paid, could not be recovered from the EA, it would 
always be non-refundable by the club. It was agreed the fee structure 
would be broken out on the website to make this clear. Further, it was also 
agreed that if the athlete had competed at an event there would be no 
refund given. In any event the club’s stance will be that fees are not 
refundable but discretion may be used in certain circumstances. 

 

5. A.O.B 
 

• Taster sessions – it was agreed that, after the temporary pause for the 
younger age group, the sessions could recommence. 

• Funetics – seems to be a very popular session. It was agreed that the 
details could be put onto the website to encourage further uptake. 

• Middle distance training – there was a discussion around timing of training 
and whether there would need to be a changing of the days. Saturday 
training is to continue as it is. 

 


